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of doing so, however. Sir Arthur with the utmost coolness
" put his legs out of his cot and sat upright, but said he had
better not come on deck, the confusion being so great. He
also remarked that he could swim better without his boots,
and he very coolly waited for the striking of the ship." x *
But the Surveillante thought better of it, righted herself,
and carried the young General safely to his field of opera-
tions, depositing him at Lisbon on April 22nd, where the
inhabitants received him with wild enthusiasm.

No words [says Lord Londonderry f ] would be adequate to convey
the faintest idea of the delight exhibited by all classes of persons, as soon
as the arrival of Sir Arthur Wellesley at Lisbon became known. All
day long the streets were crowded with men and women, congratulating
one another on the happy event ; and at night the city was illuminated,
even in the most obscure and meanest of its lanes and alleys. In the
theatres, pieces were hastily got up ... in which Victory was made
to Crown the representative of the hero with laurels . . ,2

.This was somewhat in contrast to the reception afforded
him a few months previously by his own countrymen. But
to the Portuguese he was their deliverer, the hero of Rolica
and Vimeiro, for whose return they had anxiously waited.
" Nothing can exceed the high idea they have of him, and
they are right," 8 wrote one of his officers.

Nevertheless there was just one circumstance which marred
the bright prospect opening out for Arthur, and that was
the fact that he was superseding an old friend ; for Sir John
Cradock, who was then in command of the remaining British
troops in Portugal^ was to make way for his brilliant junior,
and to be given the command in Gibraltar instead.

1 Sroughon, VoL ///, p.
2 Londonderry, VoL I, pp. 303, 304.
a Wane, PerimsuLor Letters, p. 64.
* Anecdote told by Sir Colin Campbell to Lord Broughton.
f Then Brigadier-General the Hon. Charles Stewart.
$ It must not be forgotten that Sir John Moore became Commander-
in-Chief of the British forces in the Peninsula, when Sir Hew Dalrymple
was recalled for die Court of Inquiry concerning the Convention of